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Japan-bashing. ..
“It seems to be on
the uprise. | don't
know if it's
attributable solely to
a faltering
coonomy.”

On the U.S.

“Many of my
Japanese clients are
using ihe term
depression. There
are similaritics:
Massive bank and
thrift failures, lack
of consumer
confidence,
fundamental
problems with
deficit spending.”

———

On the
stereotypes...
“It's easy (o
stereotype Asians as
hard-working.
ruthless,
succeed-at-all-costs
businessmen or
gangsters, as

opposed to someand
who's human, has a

soul, has a family to
support and is just
trying to do their
best in this world.”

——————————
On the naw
govemnment in

“Some people are
predicting that this
is a transitional
government and do
nol expect much
activity until the
next administration
takes office ™

KARES TAFIS ¢ Las Angris Temar

LISA M. KITSUTA

Attorney wl Good, Wikdman, Hagness & Wallay
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Recent media images depict Japanese business people as ruthless, even

evil. Those images make trade between Americans and Japancse

difficult, and the tension has even ruined potential business alliances.

Lisa M. Kitsuta, a Newport Beach attorney who has earned degrees at

universities in bath countries. works almost exclusively with Japancse

and Japanese-American

clients,

Kitsuta s an outspoken and

enthusiastic promoter of Japanese business interests. She spoke

recently with Times staff writer Anne Michaud.

W you contamid Bhout Jpinie Fiaeo-
ypai b thea Ml “Rislng Sun™?

the Emages o

I'm me abast
Ithe futuristic TV minisersss] “Wild Palms,~
whitd

the hasic sublimingl messge wis |

Japaness investments and high Lchaskagy
are evil There's § fandamental premass that's
Irightening. S0, 1 hope Lhal will fol perpeiu-
ake a kot of Japan-bashimg, criticam, hate
crisnes or atlacks

In “Hasing Sun.” onde again, yoi sre seeng
e subliminal message that Lapaness invest.
ment is evil. The sereciypes ire 5o obvious,
ibcmgh, you can only hope the sudience will
mee h tkat and laugh. I'm nol threat-
ened by what Iy basically a very mediocre
mavie.

1 was disturbed, though. that Lthe Japanese |

were referred b0 as “Jap™ and “Nip™ and that
weni unchallenged.

Absoiutely. Nol only Jap-
anese businesses bul Nik-
kei. of people of Japanese
descent. 1 feel thal it's my
obligation a9 a lawyer Lo
reach sut to them and assist
and umite Usemn in any way
that Tean.

What do you mesn when
you aay you hare an cbligs-
lon aa n ewyer?

Well, iraditicnally. ike
Japanese have net looked Lo
|lawyera mtﬂﬂlr [
solve their As @
resull. an least ml'he Unied
Bamuea. they havent Bad
people wika would ast as advecates for them,
A good exaenple of that @ iy intermoment of
Jagarese- Amrlrlnldlr.na the war.

Also. because of the eeonomy, e are
losieg wba and -h-:'rt tooking for an T;.n-
other

gretlably been on the uprise,
partiodlarly i Orange Counly.

Vou moderated a hate crime seminar Lt
ywar, by Ehat Aght?

Yes, M was sponeored by a coalition of
Japarese and Nikkei organizations. The Or
a.rse County Human Relations Commission

the police were there oo, all appearing &
panelists together

Which hate crimes ar rou refering 107

There waa an attack fin June, 1992 by &
Eroup of Caocasian youths om & group of
Japaness- American brothers who were in a
car of Besch Boglovand in Huntington Beach
They were mopped and attsched, and there
weTe o derngalory names used.

What 0o you sy 10 & Mikksl who has not
basn sobtive in the community, when that
Pl says ha or shs doss not belleve in
aganizing arcesd rece?

Thiere are some who do say that, and thals

their ehoice. Bol thoss who may that ane
usmlly & Bit younger and nave. Thiy have
noL Bl & personad walinahed eveal 1o maki
hem realize Uhat Uhey bok dilferenl, and ivi
in Uhidr awn beal ilerest s mone
ScLive an Uhe [NIkE#| Somsmunay.

Somelicsed 'L 30 evenl Where hey'ne 3
wiclim of discrimination, or IKEY've come up
against a gl coling. or they'we beeh
amauilec

Bt it coudd also be somethisg a8 basc or
nialaral as becoming 4 parerd and Faving o
decide aboul the fuure of your child You
#tart Lo realite 1l its in the child’s best
imlerest to search oul your rools and sudy
and iry to cherigh and preserve Lhe cullare of
PO ACCIROrE.

There's an oM Japanese provert: The nal
that stacies up wall et -
mered down. To Lhe exteni
you o slick up 2 become
a spolkemperson, you become
atargel It lakes courage.

Cultwrally. speaking up
discoaraged. [ know and
appreciabe ikat. Bul by be-
ing sieni, ¥ou're oflen more
at rish. ['s betier 1o be
worak and b0 try aa muech
preveniive acieon as pos-
ble 52 thay ciler incidemia
won'l peeur,

Have yeu aver boen chas-
Uzed for spenking upT

{n the contrary. | get a
ket of compliments {rom rﬂ
Japanese cliends. Tlm}' i
me thal 1've become
Japarese and more |}u-
F:lm iibey osed was digni-
e

Hew much busisess goes on befween O
angs County and JapanT

As you nmﬂr there are quite a few U5
headgaariers of major Japanese companies
here in Crange Counly =for example, Canan,
Toshiba, Ricch, Mitsubishi, Masda.

Orange Counly has the cachel of
knawn & (e péw Silicon Valley, You'll find g
ked of ihese Bigh-Lech tOﬂ"N.‘"ﬂ hive Lhedr
maun heddguarlers here, and iy #otm 10

their bels by having Eranch olfices in
the Silscon Valley- Pale Al area

You meationsd that the Iupaness compe-
niss here have been aciive recently la chasi-
table contributiza,

Veed In 1992, The Japan Busisess Assn jof
Soutern Cadiforraa] donated atimost §2 mal.
Lo to thve United Way, $300,000 1o the arts,
nna‘;‘mmﬁlm(uhampmmmlne local
schools

s that changing parceptions ot i}

| think it @ The Japan Beiness Asn . in
its newsbetier, will often encloe copies of
thank - yau beaters from school priecigals

In the private sense, belween the recips-
eris and the organization, lere’s been n
much more pesiiive view of the Japanese.



